THE GREEN
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"The Echoing Green" by William Blake (1757-1827) from Songs of Innocence and
Experience, in Songs of Innocence, no. 3, published 1789

THE SUN DOES ARISE,
AND MAKE HAPPY THE SKIES;
THE MERRY BELLS RING
TO WELCOME THE SPRING;
THE SKYLARK AND THRUSH,
THE BIRDS OF THE BUSH,
SING LOUDER AROUND
TO THE BELLS' CHEERFUL SOUND:;
WHILE OUR SPORTS SHALL BE SEEN
ON THE ECHOING GREEN.

OLD JOHN, WITH WHITE HAIR,
DOES LAUGH AWAY CARE,
SITTING UNDER THE OAK,

AMONG THE OLD FOLK.
THEY LAUGH AT OUR PLAY,
AND SOON THEY ALL SAY,

"SUCH, SUCH WERE THE JOYS

WHEN WE ALL~--GIRLS AND BOYS ~
IN OUR YOUTH-TIME WERE SEEN
ON THE ECHOING GREEN."

TILL THE LITTLE ONES, WEARY,
NO MORE CAN BE MERRY:
THE SUN DOES DESCEND,

AND OUR SPORTS HAVE AN END.
ROUND THE LAPS OF THEIR MOTHERS
MANY SISTERS AND BROTHERS,
LIKE BIRDS IN THEIR NEST,

ARE READY FOR REST,

AND SPORT NO MORE SEEN
ON THE DARKENING GREEN.



COMMENTARY

This English song is based on a pastoral poem "The Echoing Green", from Songs of
Innocence and Experience by an English poet William Blake (1757 - 1827). This music
demonstrates classical art song writing techniques through the use of contemporary
music language. "The Green" gives the impression of a person observing the activities on
a lawn. The extended AAB form is marked by three transitory solo piano passages to
enhance the moods, establish harmonies and materials. The often change of meter is
based on the 6/8 pastoral rhythm. Phrases are stretched and compressed according to the
context of the poem. The first two verses display similar colors due to the similar
sonorous pitch sets while dissonant pitch set gives the last verse a contrastingly dark
mood. Decorated with frequent word paintings, the dramatic piano and vocal line present
an old poem with a refreshing interpretation.



THE GREEN

TEXT: WILLIAM BLAKE (1757-1827)
FROM "SONGS OF INNOCENCE AND EXPERIENCE"
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